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Herr von Brandt won the Viceroy's gratitude by the
judicious counsel which he gave to both sides. He
had served his Government for many years at St.
Petersburg, and was therefore well qualified to advise
Li as to the most effective line of argument in dealing
with Russia. Later, his knowledge of Russian affairs
enabled him to interpret Japanese policy at Peking
to his own Government in such a manner as to lead
the German Government to identify itself with
Russia's aims, keeping all the while a sharp eye on
the prospects of compensative advantages for the
Fatherland.

After the battle of the Yalu (September, 1894), on
Li's advice, the Chinese Government requested Herr
von Brandt to undertake a special mission, as Chinese
Ambassador-Extraordinary, to lay China's case before
the Great Powers and to solicit their intervention.
Von Brandt prudently declined the appointment,
but volunteered his services to act at Berlin as the
Chinese Government's confidential adviser and corre-
spondent. The ofier was accepted, whereupon he
proceeded with characteristic energy and ability to
organise German opinion in favour of China and
against Japan. The task required tact, for His
Majesty the Kaiser and many Germans in high places
had to be converted from suspicion of Russia and from
sympathy for the Japanese; it also required con-
siderable personal acquaintance and influence with
the Press. Von Brandt possessed both these qualifi-
cations* The articles which he wrote and edited on
the Far Eastern situation were widely reproduced
in England and France; his propaganda gradually
convinced the directors of " big " business in Germany
(including Krupp's) that in supporting Japanese